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reference to Mme de la Tournelle, things are much
the same as ever; the king's passion Is even keener;
not only does he see her nearly all day, but he writes
to her two or three times a day; all the same he
writes just as often to Mme de Mailly, filling his
letters with his love for Mme de la Tournelle.5* The
latter was appointed lady of the Court in September
1742, gaining thus greater prestige than either of
her sisters.

Marie-Anne de Mailly de Nesle, born in 1717,
had married in 1734 Jean-Louis, Marquis de La
Tournelle, who died in 1740. On 2ist October 1743
Louis XV declared the Marquise de la Tournelle
Duchess of Chateauroux and offered her a title
worth more than ninety thousand pounds a year.
In February 1744 this gift was confirmed in
writing, and this emphasized the fact that the
Nesle family was one of the most illustrious in
the kingdom, and related to the Bourbons and the
greatest families in Europe; the new duchess found
herself treated as the king's cousin.

Definitely forgotten, Mme de Mailly had left the
court; on i2tb December 1742 Luynes wrote:
"Yesterday I saw Mme de Mailly; she lives in
Mme de Ventadour's bedroom at the Tuileries;
it's a big, cold, gloomy room. She has grown thin
and is always weeping and doesrft seem to have made
a match. The life she leads is sadder and lonelier
than one could imagine." During Louis XV's
illness at Metz in 1744, Mme de Mailly was
always in church praying for heaven to grant the
king's recovery; the public began to think of her